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WHAT IS “ICUS”?

“|CUS” stands for the annual “lhternational Con-

e ———

W ference.on the Unity-ef-the Sciences ™ SPONSOred .
by the International Cultural Foundation, Inc., this
unique conference convenes distinguished scho-
lars and scientists from around the globe and from
every field of study to pursue timely and significant
__issues, of worldwide concern. Conference themes
J)V‘ been developed around the search for a cen-
-~ tralstandard of value to solve the crisis of fragmen- _
B n of the sciences in the face of pressing global «.«
roblems.
. What makes this conference unique? ICUS is the
,_‘ " only qonference of its kind which is trulf( interna-
/W tional, @te‘rdisciplinary, and concerned with the
wOr dras a whole. There is very little institut
Ee) ot upport'q'Qr a meeting of such scopé among mi :
M ‘scientific anQ__educational organizations with more
limited conceﬂagi‘despite a very real need.

is this particular need to which I
. Alexander King, Chairman of
sration of Institutes for Advanced -
_Founder of The Club of Rome, ex-
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

e isainiins | Science has developed-with-the ideal of inc
ing human knowledge, and indeed, has contributed
greatly to human prosperity. Mankind, however, is
presently confronted with grave dangers resulting
from the often unintended, but harmful side effects
of technological applications of scientific knowl-
edge; environmental pollution, populations and
cities under stress, global economic inequalities,
shortages of energy and other natural resources,
and the threat of nuclear disaster. ,

Underlying these ecological dangers is a funda-
mental crisis of values—the loss of confidence in
traditional religious beliefs and philosophies as re-
liable standards of moral and ethical behavior.
Some would argue that scientific progress has actu
ally precipitated our present moral dilemma. What
emerges is the growing recognition of the c

‘flllomi'jh.)m more effectively.if we.
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? Our mtellectual‘eng‘e’avors
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purose f ICUS |'s to;prowde an opportunity fo

_scholars and scientists to reflect on the nature of

knowledge and to discuss the relationship offlﬁ |
"
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AGENDA

25 November 2:00 PM Thanksgiving Dinner Dominion A
Thursday
7:30 PM Welcoming Reception Canadian Ballroom
26 November 7:30 AM Breakfast Canadian Ballroom
Friday
9:00 AM Opening Plenary Session Dominion B & C
10:15 AM Coffee Break
11:00 AM Committees Meet— Group A Presentations
Committee | (see p. 8) Dominion A
Committee Il (see p. 12) Provincial North
Committee |l (see p. 17) Provincial South
Committee IV (FREE)
Committee V (see p. 26) Dominion D
1:00 PM Luncheon Canadian Baliroom
3:00 PM Committees Meet—Group B Presentations
Committee | (see p. 9) Dominion A
Committee |l (see p. 13) Dominion B
Committee Il (FREE)
Committee IV (see p. 21) Dominion C
Committee V (see p. 27) Dominion D
4:30 PM Coffee Break
5:00 PM Committees Continue—Groups B
7:00 PM Dinner Canadian Ballroom
8:30 PM Evening Roundtables (optional)
Roundtable #1 (see p. 31) Dominion A
Roundtable #2 (see p. 32) Dominion B
Roundtable #3 (see p. 33) Dominion C
Int'l Highway Project Dominion D
10:00 PM Break

-_——------ee Y™ e

27 November 7:30 AM
Saturday

Breakfast Canadian Ballroom

——————




9:00 AM

Committees Meet—Group C Presentations

Committee | (see p. 11)
Committee Il (FREE)
Committee Ilf (see p. 18)
Committee IV (see p. 22)
Committee V (see p. 28)

Dominion A

Dominion B
Dominion C
Dominion D

10:30 AM

Coffee Break

11:00 AM

Committees Continue— Groups C

12:30 PM

Luncheon

Canadian Ballroom

3:00 PM

Professors’ World Peace
Academy Meeting (optional)

Dominion D

4:30 PM

Coffee Break

6:30 PM

Dinner

Canadian Ballroom

8:00 PM

Group 1V-D Opening Session
(see p. 24)

Provincial South

8:30 PM

Evening Roundtables (optional)
Roundtable #4 (see p. 34)
Roundtable #5 (see p. 35)

Dominion D
Pacific Hall

28 November 7:30 AM

Breakfast

Canadian Ballroom

Sunday 900 AM

Committees Meet— Group D Presentations

Committee | (FREE)

Committee |l (see p. 15)
Committee Il (see p. 20)
Committee |V (see p. 24)
Committee V (see p. 29)

Provincial North
Pacific Hall
Provincial South
Dominion D

10:30 AM

Coffee Break

11:00 AM

Committees Continue— Groups D

12:30 PM

Luncheon.& Closing Plenary
Session

Canadian Baliroom

2:30 PM

Break

3:00 PM

Question-and-Answer Session

Provincial North

on Sponsorship of ICUS (optional)

5:00 PM

Break

7:00 PM

Farewell Banquet Entertainment

Dominion B.& C

29 November 7:30 AM

Breakfast

Canadian Ballroom

Monday
12:30 PM

Luncheon

Canadian Ballroom



COMMITTEE |

e
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN WORLD SOCIETY

Richard L. Rubenstein, Chairman

GROUP |-A. ARTS AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26—11:00 A.M. Dominion A

The individual, mass society and technology now
require an as yet unidentified and undefined equi-
librium. It is the task of the Arts and Humanities to
reflect on what changes in values, if any, occurred
and are occurring as a result of this technological
upheaval. Two major themes of concern emerge:
American individualism and mass technology and
the consequences of that technology.

Cultural representations of this phenomena take
on a variety of forms in the arts and literature. In the
plastic arts for example, the works of American
super-realist sculptor Duane Hanson's polyester
vinyl bag ladies emerge replacing renderings of

saints, gods and goddesses. In literature, manifes-
tations of directionlessness overwhelm represen-
tations of the ideal. In the papers for this seminar
these representations are studied from a historical
approach and also through theirimmediate applica-
tions which show the artistic/aesthetic represen-
tations of on-going cultural problems. Both artistic
and personal identities are called into question by
the massive social changes brought about bv tech-
nological society. We will consider how an indi-
vidual/literary genius faces those questions, how
intellectuals in a totalitarian society face those
same questions and how mass media transmits
and reflects the changing values.

Chair:

Jean Henry

Associate Professor of Fine Arts
University of New Haven
Connecticut, USA

TOPIC:

IDEALISM AND SELF-IDENTITY:
NINETEENTH-CENTURY
NORTHEASTERN HUMOR AND THE
PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN VALUES

Speaker:

David E. E. Sloane
University of New Haven
West Haven, Connecticut, USA

TOPIC:

INTELLECTUALS AND ARTISTS
IN THE AGE OF MASS SOCIETY:
LESSONS FROM

THE FASCIST EXPERIENCE

Speaker:

Phiip V. Cannistraro

Head, Department of History and Politics
Drexel University

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA




TOPIC:

ART(S) AND POWER(S) IN OUR
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

Speaker:

René Berger

President, International Association
for Video in the Arts and Culture
Director and Curator

Museum of Fine Arts

Lausanne, Switzerland

General Discussant:

Betty Rogers Rubenstein

Art Historian and Art Journalist
Tallahassee Democrat

Florida, USA

James Cooper

Art Director and Production Manager

News World Communications, Inc.;

Art Critic

The News World New York, New York, USA

GROUP I-B: POLITICS AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26—3:00 PM DOMINION A

Individualism in a highly complex technological
society is not likely to meet the challenges of mod-
ern times and there is a possibility of limit in the
analysis and explanation of individualism from the
rational man postulates. Therefore, this panel of
papers devotes its analysis and discussions on the
role of individualism, values and political develop-
ment in the context of challenges that are posed by
complex technological society of the contemporary
world.

1. Individual Values in a Complex
Technological Society

This paper explores the possibility of thinking
about problems of technology and values by
approaching the conceptualization of evalua-
tional action using the model of man often em-
ployed by economists. The relationship be-
tween individual values and market exchange
is explored and a discussion of market failure is
used as a means to bring into the discussions
the problems of collective life and social val-

ues. In particular the influence of collective life
on the development of individual utility sched-
ules is explored.

From Agraria to Industria:
Development for What?

Social change has always meant a transition
from agraria to industria. Since the invention of
primitive farm tools, man has been helplessly
addicted to the growing sophistication of tech-
nology. Technology makes life easier and
more comfortable. Therefore, the problem of
underdevelopment has always been a chal-
lenge but the problem with development is a
dilemma. This paper discusses the social and
political ramifications of industrialization in an
effort to implicate the seriousness of its prob-
lems. In this effort, it is hoped that understand-
ing the nature of problems is a necessary step
toward finding solutions, and more importantly,
conceding the mistakes we made, marks the
beginning of our wisdom.
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Chair:

lipyong J. Kim
Professor of Political Science
University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA

TOPIC:

INDIVIDUAL VALUES IN A COMPLEX
TECHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Speaker:

Richard P. Suttmeier
Chairman, Department of Government
Hamilton College
Clinton, New York, USA

TOPIC:
FROM AGRARIA TO INDUSTRIA:
DEVELOPMENT FOR WHAT?

Speaker:

Han Shik Park

Associate Professor of Political Science
University of Georgia

Athens, USA/Korea

General Discussant:

Bruce J. Esposito

Professor of East Asian History
University of Hartford

West Hartford, Connecticut, USA

John P. Lovell

Professor of Political Science
Indiana University
Bloomington, USA

Sung Mo Huang

Professor of Sociology and
Director of Research,
Academy of Korean Studies
Seoul, Korea




GROUP I-C: VALUES AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27—9:00 AM DOMINION A

Changing patterns of relationship between reli-
gious values, personal identity and social order in
the modern context occupies the attention of a
growing number of historians, philosophers and
social scientists who see religion as a primary
symptom for both the diagnosis and prognosis of
the ills of modern societies. This group will explore
three interrelated topics concerning religion’s role
in contemporary society: (1) Religion, Global
Complexity, and the Human Condition. Modern
societies are bureaucratic systems of highly orga-
nized and relatively autonomous sub-systems
wherein individuals are torn between conformity

and privacy. (2) Pluralism and the Social Order.
Modern religious pluralism raises serious questions
about the integrating core of modern societies and
the social form of modern religion. What happens
to religion and to society when religion loses its
central place in social life? (3) Modernization and
the Democratic Ideal. The institutional and ideo-
logical segmentation of society has created a “deli-
cate balance” between public conformity and pri-
vate autonomy. Will the further extension of the
rational machineries of modern society destroy the
diversity of religious values within our culture?

Chair:

Lonnie D. Kliever

Professor and Chairman
Department of Religious Studies
Southern Methodist University
Dallas, Texas, USA

TOPIC:

RELIGION, GLOBAL COMPLEXITY,
AND THE HUMAN CONDITION

Speaker:

Roland Robertson
Department of Sociology
University of Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania, USA

TOPIC:

RELIGIOUS PLURALISM
AND SOCIAL ORDER

Speaker:

Phillip E. Hammond
Professor of Religious Studies and Sociology
University-of California at Santa Barbara, USA

TOPIC:

MODERNIZATION AND THE
DEMOCRATIC IDEAL

Speaker:

Richard L. Rubenstein
Committee Chairman

1



COMMITTEE 1I

e

TECHNOLOGY AS A PANACEA?

Robert U. Ayres, Chairman

GROUP II-A: TECHNOLOGY AND THE PROBLEMS FACING INDUSTRIALIZED
COUNTRIES IN THE NEXT CENTURY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26—11:00 AM  PROVINCIAL NORTH

Most industrialized nations (e.g., OECD Coun-
tries) have relatively dense populations, high stan-
dards of living and high rates of consumption of
energy and materials. Most of these countries are
or will be large importers of food (except North
America, Australasia and France) and virtually all
are major importers of petroleum and metals.

Can technological substitutes end this depen-
dency in the 21st century? The paper will (hope-

12

fully) discuss alternative energy sources, ocean
mining, controlled environment agriculture, and
other possibilities. (Singer)

What will the so-called “Advanced” countries be
able to sell to the rest of the world in the 21st cen-
tury? Mass production technology is packageable:
it will move where labor and resource costs are
lowest. A possible answer is “high technology”
products, services and crafts. (Williamson)

Chair:

Nicholas Kurti

Emeritus Professor of Physics
University of Oxford, England

TOPIC:

NATURAL RESOURCES SCARCITY
IN THE 21st CENTURY?
THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY

Speaker:

S. Fred Singer

Professor of Environmental Sciences
University of Virginia

Charlottesville, USA

Formal Discussant:

Dan V. Segre
Professor of International Relations
Haifa University, Israel

—_———




TOPIC:

MAKING A LIVING:
PATTERNS OF TRADE

Speaker:

D. T. N. Williamson

Group Director of Engineering, Retired
Rank Xerox, Ltd.

England/Italy
Panel Discussant:
Issam El-Zaim Joseph Silverman
Assistant Executive Secretary Professor of Physics and Director
Association of Third World Economists Institute for Physical Science & Technology
Vienna, Austria/Syria University of Maryland

College Park, USA
Alexander King

Chairman Jack Howlett

International Federation of Institutes for Consultant

Advanced Study  Paris, France International Computers, Ltd.;
Fellow

St. Cross College
Oxford, England

GROUP II-B: TECHNOLOGY AND THE PROBLEMS FACING
THE THIRD WORLD IN THE NEXT CENTURY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26—3:00 PM DOMINION B

Technological change is one important change tries not have advanced materially with the help of
to bring about some relief in the abject and de- technology) economic progress, will it pave the way
spondent conditions which the majority of the peo- for social progress as well? What are the costs
ples of the developing countries find themselves in. (economic and social) and what are its benefits?

The commentators (a round table format has been
Our speakers intend to investigate whether tech- advocated for my panel) will react to the papers
nology will bring about (judging from union coun- presented.

Chair:

Mangalam Srinivasan

Visiting Scientist

National Institute of Science, Technology

and Development Studies (CSIR) New Delhi, India

TOPIC:

TECHNOLOGY—RELATED ISSUES IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE NORTH-SOUTH DEBATE

Speaker:

A. M. Adjangba

Professor of Law

Center for Legal and Humanistic Studies
University of Benin, Lome, Togo

13
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TOPIC:

THE RELOCATION OF INDUSTRY
ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT

Speaker:

Milton de Barros Wanderly
Associate Professor of Metallurgy & Material Sciences
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

TOPIC:

TECHNOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT:
ISSUES AND PROBLEMS

Speaker:

Shem Arungu-Olende

Special Unit on New & Renewable Sources of Energy
Department of Technical Cooperation for Development
United Nations, New York City, USA

TOPIC:

TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE
FOR DEVELOPMENT

Speakers:

Pradeep and Kalpana Rohatgi
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
New Delhi, India

Panel Discussant:

K. N. Sivaraman

Visiting Fellow

Department of Adult & Higher Education
University of Manchester, England,;
Special Officer

Directorate of Collegiate Education
Madras, India

Asit Kumar Bhattacharyya
Director

Rural Studies Center
Visva-Bharati University
West Bengal, India

Padmasiri de Silva
Professor of Philosophy
University of Peradeniya
Sri Lanka




GROUP II-D: TECHNOLOGY AND SPACE:

PIE IN THE SKY OR NEW FRONTIERS?

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28—9:00 AM PROVINCIAL NORTH

Is there a solid case for moving away from the
Earth? (O’Leary)

Is there a real economic case for investing in
space industrialization or is it a dream? (Criswell)

Chair:

S. Fred Singer

Professor of Environmental Sciences
University of Virginia

Charlottesville, USA

TOPIC:
SHOULD SPACE BE COLONIZED?

Speaker:

Brian T. O’'Leary

Senior Scientist

Space Applications, Inc.

El Segundo, California, USA

Panel Discussant:

Thomas Meyer
University of Colorado Space Interest Group
Boulder, USA

Mangalam Srinivasan

Visiting Scientist

National Institute of Science, Technology,
and Development Studies (CSIR)

New Delhi, India

Magoroh Maruyama
Department of Anthropology
University of Uppsala, Sweden

15
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TOPIC:
CAN SPACE BE INDUSTRIALIZED?

Speaker:

David R. Criswell

President

Cis-Lunar, Inc.

La Jolla, California;

Staff Scientist, California Space Institute
University of California at San Diego
California, USA

Panel Discussant:

Michael J. Higatsberger
Professor of Experimental Physics
Chairman, Department of Physics
University of Vienna, Austria

Manabu Nakagawa

Professor of Chinese Economic History
Hitotsubashi University;

Committee Member International Society
on Energy from Space

Japan




COMMITTEE Il

“

HUMAN POPULATIONS IN THE FUTURE

Claude A. Villee, Jr., Chairman

GROUP lil-A: FOOD SUPPLY AND HUMAN POPULATIONS

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26—11:00 AM  PROVINCIAL SOUTH

There are two readily apparent trends in human whether the food supply can be expanded enough
populations at present which seem very likely to to accommodate a large increase in population
continue in the future. The first is that there will be without causing irreparable damage to the envi-
an increase in number of the total human popula-  ronment. Another limiting factor is the total energy
tion, although the rate of increase (at least in cer-  that will be available for food production in the form
tain countries) is slowing down. The second trend  of fertilizers, pesticides and the energy required to
is that the average age of the population, particu-  drive the machines that carry out plowing, cuiti-
larly of the developed countries, is becoming vating and harvesting the crops.
greater. This session will focus on the debate as to

Chair:

Shigemi Kono

Director

Division of Population

Quality and Human Population
Institute of Population Problems
Ministry of Health

Tokyo, Japan

TOPIC:

~ FEEDING THE WORLD’S
INCREASING POPULATION

Speaker:

Kenneth Mellanby

Director Emeritus

Monk’s Wood Experimental Station
Huntingdon, England

TOPIC:
HOW TO PERSUADE GOVERNMENTS TO
PURSUE POPULATION CONTROL POLICY
Speaker:

R Gervin P. Samarawickrama

v Professor and Head

P-4 Department of Community Medicine
Ruhuna University College

General Hospital
Galle, Sri Lanka

17



Panel Discussant:

B. Connor Johnson
Professor Emeritus of
Biochemistry

and Molecular Biology
University of Oklahoma
Norman, USA

Stewart E. Fraser

Professor of Education

La Trobe University
Bundadoora, Victoria, Australia

Gerald Stanhill

The Volcani Center
Agricultural Research Organi-
zation

Ministry of Agriculture
Bet-Dagan, Israel

P. V. Sukhatme

Honorary Professor
Department of Biometry
Maharashtra Association for
Cultivation of Science
Pune, India

Ung-Kyu Lim

Professor of Agriculture
Seoul National University
Seoul, Korea

GROUP III-C: AGE AND AGEING: NEUROBIOLOGICAL ASPECTS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27—9:00 AM DOMINION B

The phenomenon of ageing is inherent in all liv-
ing beings and is a distinct phase in the life cycle of
the human species. The discussions of this group
will present a survey of the nature of ageing, the
role of the age phase of human life, and the physio-
logical, psychological and medical aspects of age-
ing.

It will be shown that ageing is not simply a de-
generative process, but involves qualitative
changes resulting in new and valuable features of

L 1 TANA L
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vital activities. This is especially true for the mental
and behavioral aspects of ageing. The healthy
brain of older age groups also guarantees appro-
priate higher brain functions in the human. The in-
tactness of the brain in older ages has a decisive
impact on the quality of life of the elderly. From this
point of view, the concepts of the so-called ageing
diseases of the brain and of senile dementia will be
interpreted.

Chair:

Franz Seitelberger

Director, Neurological Institute
University of Vienna

Vienna, Austria




TOPIC:
GENERAL BIOLOGY OF AGEING

Speaker:

Bernhard L. Strehler

Professor of Biology and Director

Biology Program of the Gerontology Center
University of Southern California

Los Angeles, USA

Formal Discussant:

Gerhard Hofecker

Institute for Physiology
University of Veterinary Medicine
Vienna, Austria

TOPIC:
AGEING—A DEVELOPMENTAL PROCESS

Speaker:

Franz Seitelberger
Group Chairman

Formal Discussant:

Alfonso Escobar
Department of Neurobiology
Inst. of Invest. Biomedicas
Mexico City, Mexico

Hirotsugu Shiraki
The Shiraki Institute of Neuropathology
Tokyo, Japan

19




GROUP III-D: AGE AND AGEING: PSYCHOSOCIAL ASPECTS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28—9:00 AM PACIFIC HALL

In this session, we will consider the change inthe
composition of the populations of developed na-
tions such as the United States, Sweden and
Japan where in the future an increasing percentage
of the population will be over age 65. The trend
towards a population with a greater age will have a
number of effects on social institutions, on the na-
ture of society, and on the economics of states.
Thus, some important psychosocial aspects of the
ageing process will be considered. In contrast to

20

the developed nations, the developing nations now
have a very young population with half or more of
the total population being less than 15 years old.
We will consider the question of how this may
change as the developing nations develop. Other
problems raised by the gradual ageing of the popu-
lation are the nature of health care for the aged and
how society can provide the proper economic sup-
port for the ageing. population.

Chair:

Klaus Zapotoczky
Professor of Sociology
University of Linz, Austria

TOPIC:
TOTAL MANAGEMENT OF
HEALTH CARE FOR THE AGED

Speaker:

Kikuo Fujiwara

Professor of Public Health and Director
Institute of Community Medicine
University of Tsukuba, Japan

Formal Discussant:

Zdena Harant

Geriatric Unit

Department of Family & Community Medicine
Toronto General Hospital

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

TOPIC:
THE AGED IN POST-AFFLUENT SOCIETY

Speaker:

Irving Rosow

Professor of Medical Sociology

Langley Porter Neuropsychiatric Institute
University of California

San Francisco, USA

Formal Discussant:

Roberta R. Spohn
Deputy Commissioner
New York City Department for the Ageing, USA




COMMITTEE IV

L

MODELS OF RATIONALITY

Gerard Radnitzky, Chairman

GROUP IV-B: EVOLUTIONARY EPISTEMOLOGY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26—3:00 PM DOMINION C

In order to promote the search for absolute val-
ues, we have to take into account the phenomenon
of evolution and examine the bearing it has on
rationality—for evolution cannot be presumed to be
a rational process. This group will discuss
“evolutionary epistemology,” i.e., the comparative
study of cognitive apparatuses, in relation to the
models of rationality which will create a new world.
Evolutionary epistemology is concerned with our
newly emerging recognition that evolution affects
knowledge. Human beings always have had some
knowledge and during recent centuries that knowl-
edge has grown immensely. But there has always
been debate about its validity, its scope, its rational-
ity and about the method by which it is acquired.
The three formal papers in this group will address

themselves to the following three questions:

1. What is the meaning of the fact that an
evolutionary theory of knowledge must be
based on science rather than on philosophy?
Is such a foundation of knowledge rational?

(Vollmer)

2. Why is there an increase in rationality when
we explain knowledge in terms of biology?
(Bartley)

3. The notion of evolution has come to be ap-

plied to fields other than biology. What is the
meaning of this extension and what are the
implications? (Wuketis)

Chair:

Peter Munz

Professor of History

Victoria University of Wellington
New Zealand

TOPIC:

ON SUPPOSED CIRCULARITIES IN AN
EMPIRICALLY ORIENTED EPISTEMOLOGY

Speaker:

Gerhard Vollmer _
Professor of Biophilosophie und
Zentrum fur Philosophie und
Grundlagen der Wissenschaft
University of Giesen, West Germany

TOPIC:
THE CHALLENGE OF EVOLUTIONARY
EPISTEMOLOGY

Speaker:

W. W. Bartiey, Il
Professor of Philosophy
California State University

Hayward, California, USA 21



TOPIC:

EVOLUTIONARY EPISTEMOLOGY

OBJECTIVE KNOWLEDGE, AND RATIONALITY:
THE EVOLUTIONARY APPROACH IN

MAN’S SEARCH FOR HIMSELF

Speaker:

Franz M. Wuketits
Professor of the Philosophy of Science
University of Vienna, Austria

Panel Discussant:

Anthony O’Hear
Department of Philosophy
University of Surrey
Guildford, England

Bernulf Kanitscheider

Professor of Philosophy of Science
University of Giessen

West Germany

Rosaria Egidi Bianco
Professor of Philosophy
University of Medina, Italy

Percy Lowenhard
Professor of Psychology
University of Gotesborg, Sweden

Robert Kaspar

Institute of Zoology
Department of Theoretical
Biology

University of Vienna, Austria

GROUP |V-C: ECONOMIC MODELS OF RATIONALITY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27—9:00 AM DOMINION C

The considered problem of human rationality has
a long history, dating back to ancient and medieval
times when the sciences were largely subordinate
to the discipline of philosophy. The philosophical
psychology in Aristotle and its monumental exten-
sions in St. Thomas Aquinas are more than suffi-
cient examples of both the logical establishment of
and precise exercise in human rationality. On the
basis of such background and more, perhaps the
first guidepost in the treatment of socio-economic
models of rationality is the recognition of its essen-
tially philosophical character.

In the “social sciences,” and particularly eco-
nomics, attempts at logical and mathematical ex-
positions of rationality in essence and behavior
have long been pursued. Frank Knight's Law of
Choice generalizes it accordingly, “In the utilization
of limited resources in competing fields of employ-
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ment, which is the form of all rational activity in
conduct, we tend to apportion our resources
among the alternative opportunities.” But is a
generalization of this sort and the countless possi-
ble theoretical constructions built on and about it,
with varying levels of abstractionism, sufficient to
conform with reality drenched in habit, custom,
tradition, cumulative causation, evolutionary
change, and non-rational factors of objective condi-
tioning and restraint?

On these few bases alone it would seem that the
guiding objectives of this session are necessarily
(1) a determination of the nature of human rational-
ity in essence and behavior (2) the limitations in the
use of models as a substitute for the perennial shut-
tle between the idea and the concrete, and (3) a
pertinent relationship of the examined subject to
the search for absolute values.
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GROUP IV-D: PHILOSOPHICAL THEORIES OF RATIONALITY
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This Group deals with the fundamental problem
of the very possibility and limitations of rationality.
The philosophical theories of rationality to be con-
sidered in this group have developed from the at-
tempt to answer two important claims about the
limitations of rationality. The first claim, based on
sceptical and subjectivist arguments, is that ration-
ality is so limited that choice among fundamentai
assumptions is arbitrary. The second claim, based
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on determinism, explains away apparently rational
argumentation as being wholly explicable by forces
or influences that have nothing to do with
rationality—whether material, or economic, or
psychological. If either of these claims is correct,
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pearance of itis illusory. Yet such claims are in fact
accepted by the majority of philosophers.
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