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1t is needless to emphagize agsin here that married jiie
is decisively imporlant in the life of peopie rather tnan
the fores of marriage &8 & social 1nstytutiun. Otherwise,
we will reach the awkward conciusion that only a& speckfic
group bf people spproved by collective noras can enjoy
happy married life while others have 10 have unhapopy,

sucially rejected life.

I am not going to susmarize the presentstion by Frof.
Sumang Ferusilo here, AS & Buddhist herself, she iried to
deal with the {ssue of religious divarsity in @arriage by
analyzing her persoual experience of murrying a Christjan
husband. She raised the thesis of finding and re-creating
hugannesys as a basic prevrequisile L0 & new universality in
4 hroader context of spciel change o on xlohai digension.
It 15 a fresh impsct on us probably becayse of the

following reasons.

Modern tradition, especially the enligntensent thought

has understood humanness of humanity as S0MeLh g DAseg
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upon reason. Accordingly, the Western thought perceived

humenneseé as heing innate in huwen being.  Howwver, Prof.
Fernando's theory appesra unlque in perceiving husanness as
sowething to be acquired. Therefore, if we accept Pror.
kerpando's view that humanness is "to be achieved", it is
cbvious that husanness as a value will stand at the
highest steture in value hierarchy., This weans that
values below the highest stature -- sub-human husan beings
~~ will inevitably exist. Prof. Fernando emphasizes that

humanization of such people i8 the key task for religions.

Then there remains the problem of how humanization can
be done, Here Prof. Fernando finds sclutions in Buddha's
teachings of The Fuur Nohle Truth not simply to express her
religioun falths. DNifferentiating the covering
{insfitutionalized forw) and the kernel of a religion in
the teachings of Buddha, she points out Buddha's insight on
existential contents of human life not simply as a
religious founder. She also tries to review his thoughis
on the general issue of human existence -- thoughts leading
to liberation through detachwent from conflicts between

husan sufferings and desires.
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Prof. Fernando's orientation Lo bring dialectic .Ib)
coniraditions and conflicts betwsen sufferinge and déZires

to liberation called Nirvana through Buddha's The Four
Noble Truth 1s basically an effort for personality
transformation in the changing world. We can confire that
her pursuit of a universal human liberation rather than
Just & sincere religious awakening, is an outcome of

accumulated refinement and training ( Bildung).

Her 1noight to sublimate religious differences i
married life to a universal humanness can be Just syebolic
ul. the best in this industrial and post-industrial society
where wajority of people remain in sub-human state. Byt
Prof. Fernando's confidence goes heyond the belief that
religious diversity in warried )ife can lead to a happy
life through creation of husanness by the couple concerned.
It 15 also clear thai on an international dimension, it
can be a moment to unite all human beings together by

overcoming cultural, ethnic and national differences,

However, Prof. Fernando thinks thig great obiective can
be achieved by acquiring a right insight into life's
reality based upon right undergtanding through Buddha's

Eightfold Path. Here we see Prof. Fernando s philosophy
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religion, means reaching sl the spirit of selflessness. In
Liis regard, it is ewphasized that the spirit of
selflessness in an ionter-religlous marriage 18 quite basic
for the foraation of truly gublime human quality overcoming
all differences in religion, nation, race and culture,
For all of us, this means a seif-liberation froe
institutions which demanded self- restriction (including

those in religious forms),

If 81l sorts of restrictions on humap beings cause
contlicts and struggles, libsration fros them (Nirvana)
will naturally mesn veace. And the peace must be an
outcome of mutual cooperation among ﬁeople through

selflessuess.

This paper claims ihat for all forms of religions and
religious groups, races and nations of the world to

printain peace, internal maturity of people which enables



rmer-religion's warriage 8 suecess is a prerequisite.
The paper should be evalusted not simply for its academie
significance but that it sheds iight on the profound wisdom

of human life.



