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Nationalism and World Unity: Educating for the 21st Century

'The Case of the Arab World '’

Favez M. Mina

General Background: Changing Concepts and their

Implications
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The Arab Nationality in the Framework of the

"Four Controlling Dialectics in Arab History"
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identifisa as follows:
. The Study of Arab History.
1.1 Allowing a global visw oFf Arabk bhistory in orcdse
to view dts genneral airectioris.
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) Stressing contemporary problems - at all lsvels

(9]

Wy cbes L Lng Wity religdious bopie

i

i

w

General.
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hetween related subldects (at least).

Fay a oonzideranle attention Lo urrans
issues and — in some cases — the analvsis of
the deve lopment of anm izsus v oughout hiistory.

Avoiding comtradiction betwesn the values

1t

3>
Pl

embodiedd,

e3z bo say., bthe above menbtiormsd oritsria are

et and irnteracting. The cormtriboution of

o om e

achool suniscts to e achiievemsnt oF These

Mesk tabkhls descoribes the design of analysis

the position of school mate

rdials dm orelation to th

h

for the

these Timciiing

T

Ei

gt Grads of basic ecducation armdg discussior

T

e summed up as follows:

Concerning the Study of Arab Historvy.
It has been obvious, withour the mesea of sz

FOor@at iy seals, thabt bthe only ihem of bhe

sugdested criteria which is aoplied-Trreauesintl

civilization unit sy amorns the Arab

mamy edusatiomlists 1 1

ok is emph@sizivg uniftrying fachors o



M@t worbd preter ok bo ore

SULburs amnois

B

retersnce may not helpo to ackhieve unity amonrd
hhese shabes O Dine contrary, we séeée ohat bhe

P o m he g e P Vom P T — e e - e NN
FPECTOME —~ &HCDME S - & o ient

stwdennts dn dealing with them, is ome of the

o
i1
s
[l
T
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i
—4
x

P solidatimg the

We ma, safely sav

corprErriing Dhe globtal view of Misboey

piresertation of eveants ana Lasues in
lalsctic way., bhowgh Dhey are cruci

poinmt of wview, are absert Yeom many

mat=s~ials, whather aral or obheirs

Concerning the Characteristics of the New

World System.

Z.1 Time first elewsint of bhe oriberion 1
CoomcErming the concent of ememy, whi

ConmcerEd with bhve s limimatiorn of th

1z sabisfiad, DUt the obher s lamaent

developinmg the aobiective amalysis of

Almost absesnb, Mis tieimgs to o mindd

ciscussion concerning the absenrnce of
atvaut bBme astudy of arabk hisbory,
L

Theres e some pozitive fTrmitial woln

1
N

cime eshalbhliskhment of the concesnh of

L

&l from ouns

st

Emerging

tem

s ods
ig Conesob,
Aot
issues, It

che above

zoms items
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moderimized., I bEerms of current problems anc

izssuzs, @2 wWwell as bhe direct diszcussion of

e lat ions bhetwesn developed armdd develooing

courttrisgs within the mew worlad systam.

o meintion of Eme Unmiibesd Nationms o

3
B
T
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Jk

L%

arny of its crganizatic
This item comcerming bhe &Ff7fort and shiruggale

mEeedec o establish the new worlad system,

o

B

s Witk regsirads

i

to the rewness of the whole issue

&

Arab Nation within the New liorld System:
Thers iz almost no refarence to the viaew of
Aaraty unity @3 a conbtiribubior be e woirlad wmib s
lwithidim the mew world system. ) Most reference

Mave Desn made Lo bthe combribubion of &rao

Uity to the prosperity of the derab worla,

Howesveir, bhe relevant lack may be Jdue bo bhe

fact that many dimensions and reauirements of

1S W WO Ld o syestam might ot e o lear emougin,

Therte are maty references to the mecessity of
Duliding giant scomomic smterorises sacross bne
LHral states, but there are almost mo

e Lo achieving jJustice ~ whethsr

Withim o betweasen -these states. Thiz may ke
cdue o the delicacy of zaome ralevanh issues, as
Wwell as the atteamst to Feep the view of

»F b Arab countriss as ideal as g
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of dlemocracy  bhreouabhous
e Aran shabes. Tie zames Sommsnt ofF bhe Lasth
critverion item 1s aoplicalls
. Trhere 13 o referaencs bo the importancs of
. . 75
cteve lowimg the Arab League organization,®
I Their= iz o et

‘. ™ (N
citizens o madicority and the
mimorib

SEME WO
Enhove,

fne

i

shissa

A

respomsible

O

for that situation.
Thers iz irmddirect

poszible refererncs bo bhne
zauality of both sexes, but not in the serse
27
sUugEssten, ©
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Comt EmDorary
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General

L. L Tive followimg table shows bhe levels oFf bhe
toplices winidlch ars dealt with im the ook
We canm gensrally come lids bhab. sscsob om bk
local l=vel, this

= 1e rather
iad sctuablly,y bhers 1z o Tormuala o

cecids upcn the relative bhalance

Levals

betwesen these
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4.z T 2ome senmss,. Eheres 1s o oa Cooratir o Detwesen
Che stady oF reading amd social sbudies at bhe
- o - " i T
elghth crade of basic education Tt canm e
FEES & & CEbEgoiT, o integration
NMevertheless, there are some considerations
. oo . - R X
Whiick malke triis conclusicom dguestiomalls,
4.3 Tt of the whole btooics of bhe Book. only =ix
topices could e sesrn @z dealing with currert -
N . . - : 3
&t it emoorary-tonics,
w4 Thers 1z o combradicticom the valuss
eminodd e,
Frroin the above aralyses and Findings,. it zeems bhab
Arab education has some positive points towards the
achievemsnt of bhe suggeszted criteris of the aducabicm of
maticrnallism within the new worlsd system, but thers are
2till some major oroblems Concerming the achievemenrt oF
such criteria. Thases maior problems can be summed Un &3
13
follows ;™
= The Lack of fthe dialectic view, i.e.., desaling
With almost everything in termes of black anmd
white, ®
b Tihe oimavizion of good oichures wWwibbeus
dlsgcussing relevant problems in & realistic way
comzaraile b o actual s2ituabions.,
< Corncentratiomn an the st oonm the cost of the
R RPN P oy eed - e prey da . 37
orrEssmt e the Tuturs,
ot e Lack of empi@sizicg B owor Ll frame - sl
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Wor Ll combribution - of bthe Aral wmity.

aiastic wiew o Aral hishory on
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fa
Mme

af bthe global view,

Laak of mobivating students to ohangs bheile

—h
o
{_1;

wor-ld (irm order to comtribute to the buoilding
of Ele mew worlad systhem).

bo develon the stucy ofFf mnationalism in

Eive Arat wor Lo csm be reo PRVt alnly B § e

the above menntioned probliasms, which means introduc 1ma

imla, bubk Firrst,. B2 bBhhe

mE Jor rhaEng

Limder v ima thowaht

S P

The paressnt study prrovided suggested criteria for

£

Ffuatuires of education of maticonalizsm i e Arcalk World

ot

i the light of some conceptiomns about the mew emerglng

e sulpoossdd new Aralh s

Wi ki

cislectics controlling the bAral history.

S odesigrn o bthe analy S F zohool material iIn bhe ligamt
of the suggestea ariterias, was developed o e ammlied bt

o
i
it 23

Mivaie af e analyesis of o a csample bexbe-Dnnok

Srraky educatrion has

f
o
1y

(3

=Xl
followimg the suggssted Critaria comcerning bthe Tubuere
ecucaticon of the conmcept of nmatiornalizm, rset, 1t is

i@ ciribteria of whicoh many &S
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chievemsnt oF s

Mz jor oronlemes facing the
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BUMME L, &s Wwell as

axamimedd bhyoo s miaddlams nEve Do e
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to e of & genmesral natuwrs, Althowan Lt canrm be thought
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s
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)
e
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T obthess Lodent i

Eve ob e yelhom

clurriculsa &ll over the worlad, not only e
festure: of bthe new worlad syabam haws ok zebtled
yet, but also because of the conssrvative natures of
educaticon, which cusht o ke changsd in order o suppor b

T
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[§1]

stablistimenrt of the world umity.
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consideratiom for the pre-IC0US Educatlon Commibiss,
At larmbha 58, Decemher 7%, Lo,

Shialtez, Georgs P f1aa9), Yoo A
DooEme NMatiormal Aacadsimny of
symeosium Er Ahima @ Humarn Welfare, Notabe

1839,

ShultE has organized A angamnaint s
Tiwve categorisz of dntearest annd conrmcer Thew
ddireirally @aocentanle, bDub mds canescisnt ooen
CoorzeErning tie Micdole East ares aussticonable,
Sae:  Mina, Favez 10 (LREST. A Curricular Vi

. T

Hubmasi s By e

[ME I

Lk

Lusiom
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meciienting Cormmdcium s ITnstroction (e, 139w
Lawl, Alimerita:  Uniwaraity oFf Albeirba (WOCT

puablication).,

i
At

Harmadarm ., 5.

Carir Slam bl-totelh (im &srabhicl, p, 638,
Liv Ehils conmbest . MHamadsim CreEsh e A Al e

met Egviptiams-beaefore anrnmad after Talam. 1t was
aotually me-meet Livy oF parsnbe armdd sore oy
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Mote bhat there e obier claims ofFf bhe

Europesn origin of cultwal atfiliation of same

o tiert ared western parts of the Arabh Wor L, ot i
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ie clear tha claims ares &lmost of political
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Sea Iorahim. Saad Eddim (13887, The Futuice of

Society arc State inm the srak Home. Ammeann The
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airatn Thought Foruam i
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Twirakhim has chosern a dyrnamic pro

issuess im Arabk Mistory by dealing with trhem in Fre

I
)
50

Foarm oof & compacstive dislactic analysis,

ildct, . 51.

Exammles of the mimor geparating factors are etbnic

th

Judaizm) amd cbler langumasss Ve i, tirdtiel amdd

Banatio ), Ses ilmdcd, . 83,

4
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. i, .

Examnles o the Politico-religious movemsnnts are:

i

WahatyLzm 1m Jaudi Avabis. Snrousiesm in Libkbya aod
ictal, A1) thess: movemsnts have bhaoome

Makhadism i

e -
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cortral Limg families. whickh o sk o



corkralling familiss thirogmaout bthe arabh-Tslamic

mist Mewverbhalsss, ons movemers - i

SO OfF o emeant .

o
i

Brothei-tood, s still active inm Egvet, Sud

e Moslem

&

Ezstern drab ares.  The obher grougs of Islamic

movements include Ascetics, sufis. . . =#tc

fe Aralh worlad has withneseed - z2d

late sixties - the rise of movemsnts of Funcamsnntal

MlusLims svervwhner:s in bBhe arabh counbries,

Forr Turther readings on the raissd oo
Thivt, mo. S4-55

Szl aed M. (1386) . "ar Inmtroduction to the

Diamgnostic of tie Religious and Political

. I

it

Movemsrmts The Natiomal Review of Socisl
Vol, 23,0 oo LE3~dd, Fim Arasbhic),

F
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Hahba, Mouwrad (13853). Crisis of Social Revolubionm

Intellectuals zrnd Social Changs.

Thira EasSEs (Ewro-aAral Socisal Researof

Malta, Z3-2%9, Manrol 19680

Fors mois exolanat Lo,

Tiahim, Mo oo

2

T i Lz ooamduebad oy bive Denbar of
Aral hnity, Beirut.
For e mert Lomesd o basions, Seso
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Edciinm, I. =t al (1358), The Future of the Seat

for Studies Dm Arak Unity, tir &irabicl,
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L, Chese g@therings ares wall plsinsd as stage (3)

L5 ive cultural
L maiil s of
basic sducation (& years divided inmto twoe ocyvoles
imary T 9 ovears and oireparatory for B ovearsal, &
yearrs secordary educaticrn, then hilgher education.
Secomdary education here iz considersd im bhe semse
oF post-peedimary eaucat onm,
Bas=aa o the S Terb-Danskls
e being very much affected by sducaticonal
craditicon:s amdd curbural charsctesristics, the wreiter
Tooussea o the a&lyeis of & rmecenmt
ezl ook Dror e St of basic educationd,
thenn stuctied the applicability of maior findings of
e amalys Coobher readicg Snd history bexh-
o S,
L7, Eepascially by coverimg all bthe aszpects oFf anm fszus

(piro-against, advarntages—-disadvantages, . . .1,

following the conbradictionls) wibhhin ik,

1&, Tt must be moted that such charactesristice have nnot

esr getoled yat, e forae, the following amslys

of the empdrical study will report the possiblility

af bie arnalyzed text bo introcluce Dhese

L, Tiess levels includs: indivicdual. Loval. nationmal,

Sraln and worrlad levels,
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Za. Ik iz suppossd Lo deal with bhids item throudgy bine
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Whols subijechtz of study-ab all gradesz., or &

Witk subjects Paving & Lasgic rols L bthe formulati
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oF sueh values, but in the pressnt stuay they ame
restricted to bEhe bopics of arabic re:ding ofF bhe
Elahti Grade of basic education,

24, Andesl FRartman, 1., El Tarzi.
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wding fore the Fialtblh Grade of
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CELimos Miristry of Educstion (in

srrabic), The ook includes 34 topics, not all of
birem bo be studied at sohool (usually about 20 ta be

studiecd at schooll), These topics arre as Tollows:

Froom G almicahty s Yers

P

{The Holy duran),

of
h

Scismtific unity among srab states, The drab world’ s

messags of civilization in an Furopesn historian’

i

view, Owre minsral wealth, The bhest of frisnds, &1-

WomeEeE L oo, Wihat stirona crasatuees !,

Valuabls advice, A& historical visw of Arab

solidarity, Cne ar

Comsed

<k

o

i

oat iom FPostiy b, Funishment of

ec opprressors (The Holy Guran), From the srab

AELETE, Uarir Leyr

From the Froghet’s guidance (Hadith Sharif],

=
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o
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Lisn nobles, The dililgsnce of Arab

WOmMEN L peace and warr, The BEgvetiam navy, The
CEerELig ., Firain cobtor stemes we ool s paper &l

symthetic silk, A varisty of Jjokss, Swinzs thires

seEe b return bo bhe forsfabiher’s Lanc

sticks, From ancisnt Egyptian wise sayings, 6 prires



i oot A salute to Cairo (posbicyl. The mosth
Acbive of oreatures, Scere: from East anad West, The

Walkl imng Fizh. The mewsoassr Doy Wihn Desasmns |

scienmtist, "abouda Isn’t Young': from the

11}
o
—+
3
n
-+
i

L 13

“ies of Notober War., To El-Tast (& oeoetic rama).

These topics are pressn im mary differsmt

Forms, which can be desoribsd sz Follows:

The Form (mainly) Frequency Remarks

Char@mie verses il

Hadith (anm ordinmary
Frromiteet
Poetimy 4. it D

them 1s &

postic drams

Staormy 5
Dialogues 11 Betwean &

Guotations a orie  Tirom

the other

from a&n

charactesrizen

Short Tallk (on & coumtries)

T
Miszcell

SiEoLs L Tl s
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Total A4

Theoughout the book . referaenns Doowhat ooulad e

irtarpreted az relevant to bhe comcept of ememny &ite

& I the topic of The Egyptian Navy: The Aral

rattle i tha year 2% Healra

P

rushed into & navy

i cdetesmce of slexandria sgainst the Byzant ins

. I the topic om From ancisnt Egavebian wises

zayvings 1t 1z auobtsd T

Pharaormic wise man to his s

Do ot conticde in anyomes, for ne
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of them, Thern you Wwill gsiln enemisz

- & postiey of Salutes bo Caico, Lncludes

o

gensral meference to the role of Cairo oan

defeating agwrs

These points are almost givenrn i the historical

i
P

senes (&g, Al-Fadrisses amd auotabicnms from Arno lad

Twirmihy - in the apic o Arab worla®s message of

]

I : . - .
civilizacion L am Eurooean

emboclied indirectly - i som
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This might e dus Lo the faoct that the histors
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il Lewulum o at the sames

egional Organizations.

Egvipt, LWorla arnc

Heas Moaamsd, T, et sl Pesee0-teel)l . o ial

Studies for the Thiped Gradse of Preparatory Boucat o
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vt and bne Worlad, Caiimo Mimistry of Saucabtion:

(irm Arabic), pp. 2584-287.

i

Howewver, it saey @b bhiz o szectbion e

PR
= XY

clea ama to e furnished with s2xamoles of

3

P

cuitrent lzasuss, with the orisnbtabinm o A laining

icrms inm the new wor 1

Latad
-

the mole of these orrganiza

tiat the social study bool of 1988/198% had deaslt

metber wibtih the dzsue. asz beimg inbrmoducesd im Bl
cormtext of Egyept and World Peace,
e El-Grandor, F. =t sl (1983/13839), L

Studiss Torr the Ninth Grade of Basic Education

Coviot amd Euxterior Lo Lo, Cairas fMimisz

Ectiucatiom (im Arabic).

The zams commsnt Lmn e last mots Gl icanls,

-
in

Actually there 1s no refzrence to the mere existence

aralh women LI peacs
aind walr most parts of the article aire concenrntrat ing

TS I TR N T I,

T

of

Sciemnitic tonics comstibtute aboub Shiilerd o

i

topics of the ook (11 topices oub of 247,

bt s lentific bopics canmot oe oo

s Lole e

recent anss (ome of whickh ie Mistorical), Twio oFf

[ P T B PP SR S o o PR
che otiher Urecent) btopic: use racert berms e lated

to chemicals arnd minsrals), though dealimg with

rEcmaer braditional izesues, s o f B Dopices is
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Flve bopie of scienmtific uniby among the Arab
staass). while bhe last ore 1 comcerinsd with
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of the Book.,  The First one 1z

creaticr a&md Bhe obher one iz about Iszlawmisc reaching

oo East o and blest.
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El-Ghandow, F. et al (1987/19%55

Studies for the Eiabth Grade of Basic Educabicns
Eoypt and the Arab Home  (First peact]. Caira
Mimistiry o7 Educabticn (iIn araoic ).,
Home amad its History, Calro: Mimistry of
Fabacat Lo, (i Arabnic),

it It seems that it happerns by chance that the syllaba

me 2y Llabus ofF
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social studies, That s, thers iz almost a fired

cyole fore studying hhistory ab obh ratory &l

secondary =ducation; Ancient, Islamic and Medisval.

arel Modeirn., Fuptier, most-17 ot all-topics o

4
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%
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social studiss can he sasily classifT
e apdy o Histeey,  bleowgth Ly ing, &bt bne

prematratory stags, dm o one book Forer social studies,

A
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R Tl Seiemoific unlby anong Airah

states, The srabh worlds messasges of civilization in @
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symbthetis silk, amd From bihe shories of Oobtomer
The same majico oriticism is applicable To most

Lo o -

reacdiing bhook ¢ &t prepaeratory a&nd

5

STy

eccat Lom., Some of the ook s checked i thils
rEesmert &@ire s

Makdoy, M. et al (1s90/1931).

Texts forr the Third Grade of Pre
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@l (1939/1990], Feacing for the First

Girade of Ssecorudary Ecucat 1on. Cairo: Mimishry of

Ecducaticorn (im Arabic),

, With a fairly lesszs degrss, to the

civics of zecondary aducation.

Sunaity MLa, ard Almed ALA, (Le30/1991)

Eclucat ionm. Cairo:
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AT (1eeh/ 1991

SecogtEm o Tohoe a1,

Cairmn: Mimidstry of Education (irnm arabic).

Urforturnatealy, civicz-as a z2ubiect,. has rabher

marrainal statuws amonrns sohool subidects of seconrndanry

aciubrat Lo I Tyt

Therre are soms attaemots ©o 9o bheayorna thils preval litg

. El-Giancdous =t oal, Socidal
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abdel Ralhman,

Cighbh Grads of Edueak 1o,

Eciucat (irm brabic).
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