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‘re Role cf Vocational Agricultural Education in

Veveloping Agricultural Technology in Korea

A gquestion migh% te asked, how can agricultural tecnnology be
developed and improved throuzh vocatlonal agricultural education to
meet agricultural manpower needs, and to bring about higher levels
of agriculvural p»roductivity which is the very egsential procedure
to maintain the peace in Korsa, I* i: hoped that the subject dis-

cussion 1in this seminar be directed to answering this question,

#hen the national economy, welfare of the nation, and a modern-
lzation of the young Republic of Korea is discussed, the public
opinion indicates that industrialization and higher levels of agrie-
cultural production is absolutely necessary, Agriculture in Korea
produces the most part of raw materials needed in industry. In this
point, vocational agricultural education in Korea is the most impor-
tant position in developing necessary ggricultural manpower which is

the key to the national development,

Generally speaking, to continuously improve vocational agri-
cultural education, the first consideration must be given to the
nature of agriculture and Its relations to vocational education in
agriculture., Governmental policy, public relationship, induetrialie
zation, laws, and administrative efficiency throughout government
are also factors influencing the agriciultural productivity. Indus-
triallzation and the form it .akes are particularly importgnt faotors
in determining the nature of a vocational agriculture education

program, All these are linked together as the spokes of a wheel on



#hich the national economy can move,

Vocational education in agriculture, particularly at the high
school level, srould be reoriented with major emphacls placed on the
jevelopment of agriculturally generalized skills and knowledge appli-
cable to 2 variety of occupations, Along with this point of view is
the allegation that vocaticnal education in agriculture in Korea to
this date has placed me jor emphasis on specialized skill tralning
througn - highly soecialigzed system, This traditional structure of
vocational education in agriculture has been characterized by the
procsrams of specific tkill training in the various academic and occu- C)
pational categories such as in agronomy, forestry, livestock, farm
nachinery, horticulture, veterinary ecience, agricultural cooperation,
sericulture, home econcmics, civil engineering, food processing etc.
Phis inherited structurc cf vocational agriculture training, however,
is becoming less flexible in providing the degree of occupstional
versatility essential for a period when many young members of the
natlon can expect to change occupations several times and 1n accordance
¥ith the changes tlat take place in farming and business related to
agriculture, Of course, there is little to be galned by argulng the (:)
relative valus of specislized knowledge and skills for a particular
cccupatiocn. However, there is ample research attesting to the fact
that successful performance and advancement in almost any occupational

areg require technical knowledge and skills from different aspects of

vocational educatilon,

One of tie mejor aspects of economic preogress in agriculture is
the incressed specialization of farms and the transfer of tasks

formerly oerformei on farms to non-farmines occupation, During periods
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of rapid technological change and economic progress the agribusle-
ness sectcr expands =nd provides employment for part of the labor

formerly used in farming,

As a generzl rule, tne demand for farm products does not
advance in proportion “c¢c t..z increases in incomes of consumers,
The demand for marketing and processing services, however, advance
at 2 much mecre rapid rate tnan tie demand for farm products, Like-
wise, as agriculture beccmes more specialized, farmers turn to the
non-farming azribusiness sectors for chemicals, equipment and other
supplies, As a result ol this growth in farm related industr-ies
more vocatioral agriculture school graduates are employed 1in the
processing and marketing of farm prcducts than are employed on farms,
In many farm related industries some general knowledze of technical
agriculture supjectes and a gzeneral understanding of tne processes
of agricultural development are highly desirable, In otner words,
In these industries the types of training and experience needed are

not necesearlly tre same as that needed in farm employment,

Muct. of *he structural adjustment in agriculture in the future
wlll occur through a transfer of vocational agriculture school grad-
uates to nonfarming asribusiness sectors, This fact must be recog-
nlzed in our vocaticnal agriculture sducation programs, Better edu-
cation and training of lfarmers will speed up this process, It is
folly to think that all vocational agriculture school graduates will
have an opportunity to operate profitable commercial farms or that
they will find attractive employment in farm related occupations.
The processes of growth and development dictate that this shall not

be the case,



It is in these forces of growth and development that employ-
ent opportunities are created for the young rural members who
igrate, As consumers experience increased incomes, they ralse
he prices of nonfarm goods and gervices in relation to the prices
f farm goods and services, This action provides incentives to
xpand the production of nonfarm commodities thereby creating
mployment opportunities for migrants from the farms, If a vast
1aicrity of the farm youths are to participate fully in the fruits
f economic orosress, they must be equipped with xnowlsdge and skill
thich are necessary to enable them to meet the gualifications for

smployment in tnose occupations which will be most rapidly expanding

luring thne coming years,

The task for vocational asriculture educatloen, therefore, 1is
.wo-fold., PFirst, it must insure that programs 2are avallable in
~oth rural and urban areas to all who have an interest in and a
1eed for occupational exploration and preparation in voocational
agriculture, and second, it must plan and implement programs that
snhance the development of general cccupational competencies 1n
addition to competencies unique to occupations involving knowledge

and skill in vocational agriculture subjects.
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